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Abstract
Background: It has been reported that the chronic oral administration of garlic homogenate
protected the rat heart from in vitro ischemic reperfusion injury. However, the biological effects
of garlic juice on the heart are expected to be different from oral administration of it.
Objective: the present study was designed to investigate the effect of garlic juice on the isolated
rat heart in ischemia- reperfusion.
Methods: Rat isolated, perfused hearts were subjected to 30 min baseline measurement followed
by 40 min normothermic global ischemia and 45 min reperfusion. Garlic juice (0.01 mg/ml) was
added to the perfusion solution 20 min before ischemia in the test 1 and 5 min before and 10 min
after ischemia in test 2. Different cardiac variables including left ventricular developed pressure
(LVDP), heart rate (HR) and coronary flow (CF) were measured. Rate pressure product (RPP)
was calculated, and released lactate dehydrogenase (LDH) enzyme in effluent was measured in
reperfusion.
Results: Garlic juice significantly increased CF before ischemia in both test groups. The released
LDH enzyme at the first minute and the recovery of RPP and LVDP on the 45th minute of
reperfusion were significantly better in the test group 2 in comparison to the control.
Conclusion: The result of the present study shows that garlic juice has a vasodilator activity
and protects the isolated ischemic rat heart when it was administrated in reperfusion. It is
probably mediated by antioxidant activity of allicin as a principal bioactive compound of garlic
juice.
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Introduction

Garlic (Allium sativum) grows in all parts
of the world and the bulb has been used
extensively in both traditional and popular
medicine [1]. It’s reported beneficial actions
include:
antidiabetic,
antimicrobial,
antithrombotic,
antihypertensive,
antihyperlipidemic, antitumor, and antioxidant
effects [2 - 6]. Oxidative stress plays a major
role in the biochemical and pathological
changes associated with myocardial ischemicreperfusion injury [7]. Use of plant extracts
has been identified as a promising therapeutic
approach to combat oxidative stress associated
with ischemic heart disease [8]. The
antioxidant properties of garlic are well
documented [9] and it has been shown that
many of the medicinal properties of garlic are
associated with its antioxidant properties [10].
Both epidemiological and experimental studies
have claimed that garlic has significant
beneficial effects in ischemic heart disease
[11, 12]. Raw garlic is the commonest way of
garlic consumption. It has been shown that
chronic oral administration of garlic
homogenate protected the rat heart from in
vitro ischemic reperfusion injury, oxidative
stress [13] and oxidative damage induced by
ischemia and reperfusion [7]. Raw garlic
homogenate
augmented
endogenous
antioxidants along with reduction of basal lipid
peroxidation in rat heart in a dose dependent
manner 13. Furthermore, it has been found that
an aqueous extract of raw garlic scavenges
hydroxyl radicals, superoxide anion and
inhibits lipid peroxidation [7, 14]. Allicin
(allyl 2-propenethiosulfinate or diallyl
thiosulfinate) is thought to be the principal
bioactive compound present in aqueous garlic
extract or raw garlic homogenate. When garlic
is chopped or crushed, allinase enzyme,
present in garlic, is activated and acts on alliin
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(present in intact garlic) to produce allicin
[13]. In addition, it has been shown that garlic
exerts its therapeutic effect by increasing nitric
oxide production [15, 16] and it has been
demonstrated that garlic and the active
metabolite allicin are capable of eliciting a
(nitric oxide) NO-dependent relaxation in ratisolated arteries, which is mediated via
activation of NO formation [17]. Meanwhile
garlic/allicin has a unique vasoregulatory
effects [18], it has been reported that allicin is
virtually undetectable in blood circulation after
garlic ingestion because it decomposes to form
other compounds [19]. Allicin is an unstable
[9, 19] and short – lived compound [20]
which has not been detected in serum or
urine after ingestion of raw garlic [10] and it
was found to disintegrate in the blood a few
minutes after its administration, both in vitro
in human blood and in vivo in rats [20].
Therefore, the biological effects of garlic juice
on the heart are expected to be obviously
different from oral administration of it.
Although there are many reports about the
effect of chronic oral administration of raw
garlic on the cardiovascular system, there
aren’t enough data about the effect of garlic
juice on the ischemic heart. Regarding to this
fact that different garlic preparations have
different properties, the aim of this study was
to examine the possible beneficial effects of
garlic juice on the myocardial function of the
isolated rat heart in ischemia and reperfusion.

Materials and Methods
General
All experiments were approved by the
Ethics Committee of Kermanshah University
of Medical Sciences, and all animals used in
the present study received humane care in
compliance to institutional animal care
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guidelines.
Preparation of garlic juice
Garlic was purchased from the local
market. The peeled garlic cloves were weighed
and finely grinded in pestle and mortar. Garlic
paste was squeezed out through double
cheesecloth to obtain the extract. Next, the
extract was passed through Watman filter
paper Grade 40 (8 µm) and was stored at –20
degrees of centigrade [3]. The processes
yielded 48.5 ml of garlic juice with solid
content of 282-mg/ml. Dilutions were prepared
in distilled water on the day of the experiment.
Experimental preparation
Male Wistar rats (250 - 350 gr) were
anaesthetized by intraperitoneal administration
of 60 mg/kg pentobarbital sodium (Sigma).
Hearts were excised and immediately arrested
in ice-cold Krebs solution. The hearts were
rapidly cannulated and retrogradely perfused
through the aorta in a noncirculating
Langendorff apparatus with Krebs solution
(containing in mmol/Lit: NaCl 118, NaHCO3
25, KCl 4.8, KH2PO4 1.2, MgSO4 1.2,
Glucose 11 and CaCl2 1.2) at pH 7.4. The
buffer was bubbled with 95% O2 5% CO2 at
37°C and perfusion was performed under a
constant hydrostatic pressure of 90 cm H2O.
Following removal of the left atrial appendage,
a deflated water filled latex balloon was
inserted through the mitral valve in to the left
ventricle. This balloon was connected via a
rigid polyethylene tube to a pressure
transducer (MLT 844; AD Instruments), which
in turn was connected via a power lab (model
ML825; AD Instruments) to a computer for
continuous monitoring of cardiac performance.
At the beginning of the experiment, the
balloon volume was adjusted to achieve a
stable end diastolic pressure of 5-10 mmHg.
This volume was then kept constant for the

duration of the study. The index of myocardial
function was left ventricular developed
pressure (LVDP), which was defined as peak
systolic pressure minus end diastolic pressure,
heart rate (HR; cardiac spontaneous rhythm
was counted per min), and the rate pressure
product (RPP=LVDP×HR). Coronary flow
was measured by timed collections of the
coronary effluent [21].
Experimental protocol
Baseline data were recorded after a 30 min
stabilization and equilibration period. Global
normothermic ischemia was induced by
clamping the aortic cannula. The temperature
was maintained by immersing the heart in
perfusion medium at 37°C. Hearts in the
control group (n=8) were subjected to global
ischemia for 40 min, followed by reperfusion
for 45 min. In addition to this protocol, hearts
in the test group 1 (n=8) were perfused for 20
min before ischemia, with krebs solution,
containing10mg/Lit Garlic juice. In the test
group 2 (n=7), the hearts were perfused for 5
minutes before and 10 minutes after ischemia
with the Krebs solution containing same
concentration of the Garlic juice.
The level of ischemia-reperfusion injury
was assessed based on the maximum
contracture during ischemia, functional
recovery and the release of lactate
dehydrogenase (LDH) in reperfusion. In order
to measure the LDH, coronary effluent was
collected at the first minute of reperfusion. The
samples were measured using a Cell
Cytotoxicity detection kit (LDH) (Roche)
using known quantities of LDH (Sigma) as a
standard.
Analysis of results
Results are expressed as mean ± S.E.M.
Comparisons between datasets were made
using paired or unpaired t-test as appropriate
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or ANOVA with a Tukey post test as offered
by Graphpad Instat Soft Ware (Version 3.05).
Differences were considered to be statistically
significant when p<0.05.
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Results
Cardiac function and coronary flow
The functional parameters including heart
rate, left ventricular developed pressure, RPP,
and CF at baseline and on the 45th minute of
reperfusion are summarized in Table 1. There
were no significant differences between
groups at baseline. The RPP and CF averages
in control group didn’t significantly vary
throughout the time of experiment before
ischemia. Conversely in the test groups, the
mean of CF after perfusion of Garlic juice
significantly increased in comparison to the
baseline in the test groups 1 (12.18 ± 0.68 to
15.85 ± 0.7) and 2 (12.5 ± 1.07 to 14.28 ± 1.13
ml/min) (Figure 1). Also, in the test group 2,
which received garlic juice in reperfusion,
coronary flow significantly increased at 10th
minute of reperfusion (9.58 ± 0.8) in
comparison to the control (7.52 ± 0.49)
(Figure 2). During ischemia, there weren’t any
significant differences among the control, test
1 and test 2 groups in maximum contracture

(55± 9.24, 61.4± 4.75 and 47± 5.49 mmHg),
respectively. However, in the reperfusion
period, the recoveries of RPP and LVDP on
the 45th minute of reperfusion were
significantly better in the test group 2, in
comparison to the control (Table 1).
Lactate dehydrogenase (LDH) release
The extent of reperfusion injury in the
three groups of hearts was determined from
the release of a marker intracellular enzyme
into the effluent. The released LDH during the
first minute of reperfusion from the hearts in
the control, test 1 and test 2 were 2.26 ± 0.16,
2.07 ± 0.35 and 1.28 ± 0.14 miliU/gr of hearts,
respectively. The amount of released enzyme
was significantly (p<0.05) lower in the test
group2 in comparison to the control.
Functional recovery percentage
Meanwhile, there aren’t significant
differences between the test group 1 and the
control; in the test group 2 which were treated
with garlic juice in reperfusion the recovery
percentages of RPP (76.66 ± 7.39%) and
LVDP (87.83 ± 6.95) were significantly
greater than the control, (48.59 ± 4.38) and
(60.06 ± 6.13) respectively, (Fig. 3A & B).

Table 1- The effect of Garlic juice on myocardial function and coronary flow, before and after exposure to
40-minute global normothermic ischemia
Periods &
Parameters

45 th min of Reperfusion

Baseline Values
LVDP

HR

CF

RPP

LVDP

HR

CF

RPP

Control

87 ± 4.1

242 ± 3.83

13.7 ± 0.9

21299 ± 1060

52 ± 4.9

202 ± 17

7.6 ± 0.5

10210 ± 860

Test 1

90 ± 5.91

253 ± 10.27

12.1 ± 0.6

22519 ± 1586

63 ± 2.9

217 ± 18

7.6 ± 0.8

14078 ± 1668

Test 2

79 ± 6.2

265 ± 13

12.5 ± 10

20675 ± 1246

67 ± 3.7*

227 ± 7.6

8.7 ± 0.7

15470 ± 1130*

Groups

Note: Left ventricular function of Langendorff perfused hearts With/without garlic juice treatment. LVDP: left ventricular developed
pressure (mmHg), Heart rate (beat/minute), CF: (Coronary Flow) (ml/min), RPP: (Rate pressure product) (LVDP×HR). Data are
means ± SEM of control (n=8), Test 1 (n=8) and test 2 (n=7). *p< 0.05, versus control.
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Fig. 1- Coronary flow of the hearts in test groups, before and after garlic juice treatment. Data shown are mean
± SEM of test groups 1 (n=8) and 2 (n=7). * p<0.01 versus baseline
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Fig. 2- Coronary flow of the hearts on the 10th minute of reperfusion in the control, test group 1 and test group 2
(in the presence of garlic juice). Data shown are mean±SEM of control (n=8), test groups 1 (n=8) and 2 (n=7). *
p<0.05 versus control
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Fig 3B

Fig. 3 - Recovery percentage of the (RPP) rate pressure product (Fig. 3A), and (LVDP) left ventricular
developed pressure (Fig. 3B) at the 45th minute reperfusion following the 40-minute global normothermic
ischemia in the control and test groups. Data are expressed as the mean ± SEM of control (n=8), Test 1 (n=8) and
test 2 (n=7). *p<0.01 versus control
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Discussion
In the present study, the effects of garlic
juice on the myocardial function of the
ischemia-reperfused isolated rat heart were
studied. On the basis of the functional
recovery and released LDH from the heart in
reprfusion, data showed that the treatment with
Garlic juice, before ischemia and during
reperfusion, significantly protected the heart
and myocardial function in the ischemiareperfusion. This is a new finding about the
direct effect of garlic juice on the heart.
Numerous reports have been demonstrated that
the allicin is responsible for most biological
activities of garlic [18, 22-24]. Since alliinase
and alliin are enclosed in different
compartment within the garlic clove cells,
intact garlic cloves do not contain allicin.
When the garlic clove is crushed, alliin and
alliinase intract, to form allicin which is
thought to be the principal bioactive
compound present in aqueous garlic extract or
raw garlic homogenate [13]. Hence, on the
basis of this fact, allicin is probably
responsible for cardioprotective effect of garlic
juice on the ischemia-reperfused isolated rat
hearts in the present study. In the other study,
it has been demonstrated that treatment with
allicin-containing garlic significantly protected
the rat heart against monocrotaline-induced
coronary
endothelial
dysfunction
and
prevented the development of right ventricular
hypertrophy. It has been concluded that the
active garlic ingredient allicin, is most likely
responsible for this protective effect [18].
Also, it has been shown that allicin improves
postischemic pulmonary artery flow when it
was intravenously injected in the beginning of
reperfusion [22]. It has been suggested that
this protective effect of garlic is mediated via
the allicin action on coronary endothelial
function and vasoreactivity [18]. Vasodilator
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action of allicin has been reported in different
tissues including feline mesenteric vascular
bed [25] and in the pulmonary vascular bed of
the rat [26]. Also, it has been shown that garlic
improved endothelial function in humans with
coronary artery diseases [27]. Consistent with
these reports, garlic juice in the present study
has significant vasodilator effect on the
coronary vessels of the isolated rat heart and
significantly increased the coronary flow in
both test groups before ischemia and in the test
group 2 during reperfusion. It has been
reported that allicin has significant
vasodilator activity in the pulmonary
vascular bed of rat; meanwhile its different
metabolites do not posses this vasodilator
action. On the basis of this finding, it has
been suggested that the allicin analogs
should be developed for clinical use [26].
Consistent with these results the finding of
the present study confirms the beneficial
effects of allicin and according to that
suggestion; stable allicin analogs might be
useful for clinical purposes. However, garlic
juice didn’t significantly change the maximum
contracture in ischemia and it didn’t
significantly improve the cardiac performance
and its LDH release in the test group 1, which
received garlic juice only before ischemia. On
the other hand, garlic juice has a
cardioprotective effect when it was
administrated in reperfusion (Test group 2). It
has been shown that myocardial ischemia can
lead to cellular damage, not only during
ischemia itself, but also during subsequent
reperfusion. The reperfusion injury can be
reduced by modifying conditions of
reperfusion and it has been reported that some
drugs have greater protective effect against
reperfusion injury than against ischemic injury
in isolated hearts [28]. Therefore, this is
another new finding of the present study,
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which shows the protective effect of garlic
juice in reperfusion, and it could probably be
explained by the antioxidant activity of the
garlic juice. There are many studies and
documents regarding the antioxidant
activities of garlic extract and juice [10, 22,
24, 29, 35]. Allicin, as a sulfur-containing
compound extracted from garlic, has an
antioxidant activity [22] and prevents the lipid
peroxidation of liver homogenate in a
concentration-dependent manner [24]. In
addition, allicin can prevent the formation of
free radicals [20, 30-32] and can scavenge the
chain-carrying peroxyl radicals of the
substrates by transferring its allylic hydrogen
to the oxidized substrate [33]. Garlic also has a
high phenolic content [34] and it has been
shown that the antioxidant activities of garlic
extract are directly related to contents of
phenolic
compounds
[35].
Therefore,
consistent with the other previous studies, the
cardioprotective effect of the garlic juice in the

present investigation is probably mediated via
the vasoregulatory effects of garlic juice and
its antioxidant activity in the ischemiareperfusion. However, the exact role of these
two different mechanisms in cardio protection
remains to be elucidated in the future study.

Conclusion
The result of the present study shows that
garlic juice protected the isolated ischemic rat
heart when it was administrated in reperfusion.
It is probably mediated by vasoregulatory
effects and antioxidant activity of allicin as a
principal bioactive compound of garlic juice.

Acknowledgments
This study was supported by Medical Biology
Research Centre in Kermanshah University of
Medical Sciences. We would like to thank Mr
Bahman Mehraban for grammatical checking of
the manuscript.

References
1. Martín N, Bardisa L, Pantoja C, Román R,
Vargas M. Experimental cardiovascular
depressant effects of garlic (Allium sativum)
dialysate. J. Ethnopharmacol. 1992; 37:145149.
2. Eidi A, Eidi M, Esmaeili E. Antidiabetic
effect of garlic (Allium sativum L.) in normal
and streptozotocin-induced diabetic rats.
Phytomedicine 2006; 13: 624 - 9.
3. Ashraf MZ, Hussain ME, Fahim M.
Endothelium mediated vasorelaxant response
of garlic in isolated rat aorta: role of nitric
oxide. J. Ethnopharmacol. 2004; 90: 5 - 9.
4. Slowing K, Ganado P, Sanz M, Ruiz E,
Tejerina T. Study of garlic extracts and
fractions on cholesterol plasma levels and

vascular reactivity in cholesterol-fed rats. J.
Nutr. 2001; 131: 994S - 9S.
5. Orekhov AN, Tertov VV. In vitro effect of
garlic powder extract on lipid content95 in
normal and atherosclerotic human aortic cells.
Lipids 1997; 32: 1055 - 60.
6. Mathew BC, Daniel RS, Augusti KT.
Hypolipidemic effect of garlic protein
substituted for casein in diet of rats compared
to those of garlic oil. Indian J. Exp. Biol. 1996;
34: 337 - 40.
7. Banerjee SK, Dinda AK, Manchanda SC,
Maulik SK. Chronic garlic administration
protects rat heart against oxidative stress
induced by ischemic reperfusion injury. BMC
Pharmacol. 2002; 2: 16.

77

Downloaded from jmp.ir at 12:44 +0330 on Saturday September 25th 2021

Cardioprotective Effect of..

8. Bhattacharya A, Chatterjee A, Ghosal S,
Bhattacharya SK. Antioxidant activity of
active tannoid principles of Emblica officinalis
(amla). Indian J. Exp. Biol. 1999; 37: 676 - 80.
9. Pedraza-Chaverrí J, Medina-Campos ON,
Segoviano-Murillo S. Effect of heating on
peroxynitrite scavenging capacity of garlic.
Food Chem. Toxicol. 2007; 45: 622 - 7.
10. Banerjee SK, Mukherjee PK, Maulik SK.
Garlic as an antioxidant: the good, the bad and
the ugly. Phytother. Res. 2003; 17: 97 - 106.
11. Turner M. Garlic and circulatory disorders.
J. R. Soc. Health 1990; 110 (3): 90 -3.
12. Isensee H, Rietz B, Jacob R.
Cardioprotective actions of garlic (Allium
sativum). Arzneimittelforschung 1993; 43: 94 8.
13. Banerjee SK, Maulik SK. Effect of garlic
on cardiovascular disorders: a review. Nutr. J.
2002; 19: 1 - 4.
14. Kim KM, Chun SB, Koo MS, Choi WJ,
Kim TW, Kwon YG, Chung HT, Billiar TR,
Kim YM. Differential regulation of NO
availability from macrophages and endothelial
cells by the garlic component S-allyl cysteine.
Free Radic Biol. Med. 2001; 30: 747 - 56.
15. Maslin DJ, Brown CA, Das I, Zhang XH.
Nitric oxide--a mediator of the effects of
garlic? Biochem. Soc. Trans. 1997; 25 (3):
408S.
16. Sooranna SR, Hirani J, Das I. Garlic can
induce both GTP cyclohydrolase and nitric
oxide synthase activity in choriocarcinoma
cells. Biochem. Soc. Trans. 1995; 23 (4): 543S.
17. Ku DD, Abdel-Razek TT, Dai J, KimPark S, Fallon MB, Abrams GA. Garlic and its
active metabolite allicin produce endotheliumand nitric oxide-dependent relaxation in rat

78

Journal of Medicinal Plants, Volume 9,
No. 35, Summer 2010

pulmonary arteries. Clin. Exp. Pharmacol.
Physiol. 2002; 29: 84 - 91.
18. Sun X, Ku DD. Allicin in garlic protects
against coronary endothelial dysfunction and
right heart hypertrophy in pulmonary
hypertensive rats. Am. J. Physiol. Heart Circ.
Physiol. 2006; 291: H2431 - 2438.
19. Borek C. Antioxidant health effects of
aged garlic extract. J. Nutr. 2001 Mar; 131:
1010S - 5S.
20. Miron T, Wilchek M, Sharp A, Nakagawa
Y, Naoi M, Nozawa Y, Akao Y. Allicin
inhibits cell growth and induces apoptosis
through the mitochondrial pathway in HL60
and U937 cells. J. Nutr. Biochem. 2008; 19:
524 – 35.
21. Shackebaei D, Godini A, Reshadat S. The
effects of diazepam in cardio depressant
concentration on the function of isolated rat
heart in ischemia-reperfusion. Saudi. Med. J.
2008; 29: 847 - 53.
22. Batirel HF, Naka Y, Kayano K, Okada K,
Vural K, Pinsky DJ, Oz MC. Intravenous
allicin improves pulmonary blood flow after
ischemia-reperfusion injury in rats. J.
Cardiovasc Surg. (Torino) 2002; 43: 175 - 9.
23. Lawson LD, Ransom DK, Hughes BG.
Inhibition of whole blood platelet-aggregation
by compounds in garlic clove extracts and
commercial garlic products. Thromb. Res.
1992; 65: 141 - 56.
24. Prasad K, Laxdal VA, Yu M, Raney BL.
Antioxidant activity of allicin, an active
principle in garlic. Mol. Cell Biochem. 1995;
148: 183 - 9.
25. Mayeux PR, Agrawal KC, Tou JS, King
BT, Lippton HL, Hyman AL, Kadowitz PJ,
McNamara DB. The pharmacological effects

Shackebaei & Authors

Downloaded from jmp.ir at 12:44 +0330 on Saturday September 25th 2021

of allicin, a constituent of garlic oil. Agents
Actions 1988; 25: 182 - 90.
26. Kaye AD, De Witt BJ, Anwar M, Smith
DE, Feng CJ, Kadowitz PJ , Nossaman BD.
Analysis of responses of garlic derivatives in
the pulmonary vascular bed of the rat. J. Appl
Physiol. 2000; 89: 353 - 8.
27. Williams
MJ,
Sutherland
WH,
McCormick MP, Yeoman DJ, de Jong SA.
Aged garlic extract improves endothelial
function in men with coronary artery disease.
Phytother Res. 2005; 19: 314 - 9.
28. Schlack W, Hollmann M, Stunneck J,
Thämer V. Effect of halothane on myocardial
reoxygenation injury in the isolated rat heart.
Br. J. Anaesth 1996; 76: 860 - 7.
29. Park JH, Park YK, Park E. Antioxidative
and Antigenotoxic Effects of Garlic (Allium
sativum L.) Prepared by Different Processing
Methods. Plant Foods Hum. Nutr. 2009; 64:
244 - 9.
30. Rabinkov A, Miron T, Mirelman D,
Wilchek M, Glozman S, Yavin E, Weiner L.
S-Allylmercaptoglutathione: the reaction
product of allicin with glutathione possesses
SH-modifying and antioxidant properties.

Biochim. Biophys Acta 2000; 1499: 144 - 53.
31. Xiao H, Parkin KL. Antioxidant functions
of selected allium thiosulfinates and S-alk (en)
yl-L-cysteine sulfoxides. J. Agric. Food Chem.
2002; 50: 2488 - 93.
32. Okada Y, Tanaka K, Sato E, Okajima H.
Kinetic and mechanistic studies of allicin as an
antioxidant. Org. Biomol. Chem. 2006; 4: 4113
- 7.
33. Rabinkov A, Miron T, Konstantinovski L,
Wilchek M, Mirelman D, Weiner L. The mode
of action of allicin: trapping of radicals and
interaction with thiol containing proteins.
Biochim. Biophys Acta 1998; 1379: 233 - 44.
34. Hirsch K, Danilenko M, Giat J, Miron T,
Rabinkov A, Wilchek M, Mirelman D, Levy J,
Sharoni Y. Effect of purified allicin, the major
ingredient of freshly crushed garlic, on cancer
cell proliferation. Nutr. Cancer 2000; 38: 245 54.
35. Leelarungrayub N, Rattanapanone V,
Chanarat N, Gebicki JM. Quantitative
evaluation of the antioxidant properties of
garlic and shallot preparations. Nutrition 2006;
22: 266 - 74.

96

79

